Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 98 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.059; wR factor = 0.144; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.0.
The title compound, C 17 H 18 N 2 O 3 , is approximately planar, owing in part to an intramolecular bifurcated O-HÁ Á Á(N,O) hydrogen bond; the dihedral angle between the two aromatic rings is 23.86 (9) . In the crystal struture, centrosymmetrically related molecules associate into dimers via the eightmembered carboxylate {Á Á ÁH-O-C O} 2 synthon.
Related literature
For a related structure, see : Basu Baul et al. (2007) . For background, see: Willem et al. (1998) . For reviews of organotin carboxylates, see: Tiekink (1991).
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Comment 2-Aminobenzoic acid reacts with 4-tert-butyl-phenol to form the title compound (I), Fig. 1 , which was prepared during an ongoing study of the coordination chemistry of such molecules (Basu Baul et al., 2007) with organotin species (Tiekink, 1991; Willem et al., 1998) . The molecule is approximately planar as seen in the value of the dihedral angle formed between the two aromatic residues of 23.86 (9)°. Small twists in the molecule are indicated by the N2-N1-C2-C3 and N1-N2-C8-C9 torsion angles of -18.1 (3) and -2.6 (3)°, respectively. The conformation is stabilized by intramolecular O-H···O and O-H···N hydrogen bonding interactions, Table 1. In the crystal packing, centrosymmetric molecules associate via the eight-membered carboxylate {···H-O-C=O} 2 synthon.
Experimental 2-Aminobenzoic acid (2.0 g, 14.58 mmol) was mixed with HCl (5 ml) and water (20 ml) and digested in a water bath for 1 h. The hydrochloride was cooled to 5 ° C and diazotized with ice-cold aqueous NaNO 2 solution (1.1 g, 15.95 mmol, 10 ml). The cold diazonium salt solution was added slowly to 4-tert-butyl-phenol (2.19 g, 14.58 mmol), previously dissolved in a NaOH solution (4.0 g) in water (100 ml) under vigorous stirring. A deep-red colour developed almost immediately and stirring was continued for 1 h. The reaction mixture was kept overnight in a refrigerator followed by 2 h at room temperature and then acidified with acetic acid. The brown coloured precipitate was filtered, washed several times with water to remove soluble starting materials, and then dried in air. The dried mass was suspended in water, dissolved in dilute NaOH solution and filtered. The filtrate was collected, precipitated with dilute acetic acid and filtered. The orange-red precipitate was then washed thoroughly with water until the washings were neutral and dried in air. The dried precipitate was boiled in hot hexane, filtered and dried in vacuo. Several recrystallization of the precipitate from methanol yielded red plates of (I) 
Refinement
All C-bound H atoms were included in the riding-model approximation, with C-H = 0.95 to 0.98 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq (C). The hydroxyl-H atom were located from a difference map and included so that O-H = 0.84 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I) showing atom-labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level.
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